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26 September 2008
Agenda Item No 23
Appointment of Independent Members to the Standards Committee
Report by Director of Corporate Services
	Summary:
This report deals with the appointment of independent members to the Standards Committee, a matter for which the agreement of the full Authority is required.
Recommendation: 
To be reported verbally as a result of the interviews which are being held on 18 September.


1
Statutory Background
1.1
The Local Government Act 2000 introduced a requirement for all local authorities, including the Broads Authority, to establish a Standards Committee. The Committee must include at least two members of the Authority and at least one person who is not a member or an officer of that, or any other relevant authority (which for this purpose includes parish councils). In addition, where a Standards Committee has more than three members, at least a quarter of them must be independent members.

1.2
There are also regulations which set out the eligibility of persons to be independent members, and state that a person may not be appointed to such a position unless the appointment is:

(a)
approved by a majority of the members of the Authority;

(b)
advertised in one or more newspapers circulating in the area of the Authority;

(c)
of a person who has submitted an application to the Authority;

(d)
of a person who has not within the period of five years immediately preceding the date of the appointment been a member or officer of the Authority;

(e)
of a person who is not a relative or close friend of a member or officer of the Authority;

(f)
a member of another local authority.

2
Broads Authority Standards Committee

2.1
The Authority’s Standards Committee currently comprises two members of the Authority and four independent members.

2.2
The term of office of two of the independent members on the Authority’s Standards Committee, Messrs Nick Hancox and Stephen Revell, expired at the end of July. As a result an advertisement was placed in the Eastern Daily Press in August seeking applications from persons wishing to serve as an independent member on the Standards Committee from that date.

3
Appointment Process
3.1
Three applications were received. Both Messrs Hancox and Revell have applied to be reappointed to the Committee. The third application was from Mr David Jones, who is a former senior local government officer and is Vice-Chairman of South Norfolk Council’s Standards Committee.

3.2
Interviews are scheduled to be held on 18 September. The interview panel will comprise Mr Mallett, Mr Cook (Chairman of the Standards Committee) and the Solicitor and Monitoring Officer.

3.3
The outcome of the interviews, and any recommendations arising, will be reported verbally. The relevant regulations require that all appointments to the Standards Committee must be formally approved by a majority vote of the Authority.
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